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i Sabatini, Rafael. Columbus. Houghton Mifflin Co., Jan. 20, 1942. 
B430p. $2.75 


Rafael Sabatini's latest contribution, Columbus, is a romance-adven- 
ture story woven about Columbus’ efforts to obtain backing for the 
expedition on which he discovered America and his love for the gypsy 
dancer, Beatriz Enriquez. The scene is laid almost entirely in the 
Spain of Ferdinand and Isabella with only a brief interlude devoted 

s to the voyage of discovery. The story ends on a happy note with Co- 
lumbus' return from his first voyage as a national hero. 


Throughout the book Columbus is known as Cristobal Colon. As the sto- 
ry opens Colon arrives discouraged at the convent of La Rabida near 
Palos whose prior Frey Juan Perez was once a confessor to Isabella. 
The crafty Colon gains the confidence of Frey Juan who in turn in- 
terests the Queen in his dream of a short western route to the Indies 
and the Japan of Marco Polo. In addition Colon gains the support of 
powerful court nobles and, by implication, the opposition of some of 
the clergy. However, Ferdinand and Isabella are engaged in the con- 
quest of Granada and Colon must cool his heels. In the meantime, the 
Venetian government gets wind of his plans and fearing to lose domina- 
tion of the rich trade route to the East plots to discredit Colon by 
stealing his principal argument, a chart by Toscanelli, presumably an 
eminent European cartographer. In order to save her brother Pablo 

from death or the galleys, Beatriz Enriquez, a virtuous (?) gypsy 
dancer consents avainst her natural inclinations to seduce Colon and 
Steal the chart. However, they fall in love with each other and Be- 
atriz refuses to fulfill the bargain, Other Venetian operatives steal 
the chart and Colon is discredited, The Spanish police recover the 

map and Colon finally obtains reluctant backing for a small expedition, 
In the meantime he learns that Beatriz was a Venetian spy and disowns 
her. When he discovers his mistake Beatriz has disappeared and Colon 


iL 


must leave to discover America, After incredible trials, all surmounted 
in the best traditions of a Sabatini hero, he returns to Spain and is 

acclaimed as the greatest man of the hour. As the story ends he learns 
of Beatriz' whereabouts and sets out to find her. 


The story is of the typical pulp magazine variety with no outstanding 
points of style or content to recommend it. There are several oblique 
réferences to the clergy and the Inquisition but to find fault with 
them would be merely carping. Although there is no reason to recommend 
it,on the other hand the book would be harmful to none, 


READERS SELECTION 


De la Mare, Walter. Memoirs of a Midget. Press of the Readers Club, 
December, i941. 379p. $1.50. Readers Club selections are $1.50 per 
single copy; $12.00 per year for twelve books, by subscription. 


Memoirs of a Midget is not a prosaic recording of the life of "one of 
the smaller works of God" as the central character of this story terms 
herself. Rather it is an imaginative biography and at once a delightful 
excursion into the world of fancy. Aside from the heroine it is peopled 
by very real and normal characters and told with attractive charm and 
appeal. This is in no small measure due to the clever manner in which 
fancy eases its unheralded way into reality. 


The heroine of this narrative is Miss M., a person so small that her 
height must be measured in inches, though a strict secrecy shrouds the 
exact number of those inches. Tenderly reared by her physically normal 
parents, she is left an orphan at twenty, with an inheritance quite 

as insignificant as herself. Refusing to live with an impossible god- 
mother, she leaves her parental home in Lyndsey in Kent to take up res- 
idence with Mrs. Bowater, a very resnectable lady from Beechwood, a 
short distance from London. Up to this time Miss If. has never deen ex- 
posed to the ogling eyes of the public. Now, suddenly cast adrift in 
the surging sea of humanity, she is destined, within the short space 
of a year, to encounter and successfully weather innumerable hardships 


and problens. 


Her first taste of the stern reality of life is met when she learns of 
the death of Mr. Crimble, the locel clergyman, who slashes his throat 
rather than suffer the dreaded melancholy of living a life without the 
love of Fanny Bowater, the proud and unscrupulous daughter of Miss M's 
landlady. Not long after Miss M. too discovers what it is to love and 
be loved only to lose. The lover in her case is Mr, Anon who, from his 
first sudden appearance at idyllic Wanderslore, until his fatal acci- 
dent, always remains mysterious, seen and yet not seen by the reader. 


While these events are transpiring Little Midgctine is snatched up to 
be feted and petted by society, to feel the rapture of a holiday by 
the sea and to enjoy the luxury of a prominent London town house. But 
the price of glory is dear and soon she finds herself penniless and 
deserted, forezd to be exhibited by a gypsy showman. While seeking es- 
caps from this horrible existence she barely misses death in the same 
accident that proved fetal to Mr. Anon. Soon fortune smiles upon her 
Once more and presently she is safely and serenely ensconced in her 
childhood home. 


—— 


Memoirs of a Midget, while it may not be a great book, nevertheless 
possesses qualities which make it a distinctive book. In his portray- 
al of the Midget, the author has created a character as real and love- 
able as she is lovine, as normal in her emotions and feelings as any 
other human being. Furthermore a remarkable unity prevails throughout 
the narrative despite the complexity of characters and the steady 
change of action. 


The unfortunate suicide of the clergyman and occasional evidence of 
a philosophy which could stand a little propping makes the book un- 
suitable for all readers. It is certainly beyond the scope of adoles- 
cents but it can be recommended to the mature as very worthwhile and 


fruitful reading, 


Wodehouse, P.G.. Money in the Bank. Doubleday, Doran & Co., Jan. 9, 
1942. 300p. $2.00 


This typically Wcdehousian story revolves about the loss of memory 
of Lord Uffenham after he had invested his entire fortune and that of 
his niece, Anne Benedick, in diamonds and then cached the bag of 
stones. Forced by circumstances to rent the estate to big-game-hunter 
Mrs. Wellesley Cork, who established a colony of vesetarians patterned 
after the African tribe of Ugubus, he is retained as a butler while 
Anne acts as secretury to Mrs. Cork. Jeff Miller, young barrister who 
prefers writing thrillers, provides the romance and amateur detective 
work. One finds the usual series of coincidences, exaggerated charac- 
ters and humor which make a Wodehouse story invariably good entertain- 
ment. Dolly Molloy, female gangster, American model, is somewhst too 
vulgar and profane although not to a degree sufficient to require 
condemnation for adolescents. 
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CRIMd CLUB-JANUARY SELECTION 


Berber, Willetta A. & Schebelitz, R.F. Drawn Conclusion. Doubleday, 
Doran end Co., January 1942. 30lp. ¢2.00 


Julie Me Cabe hed been secretly married to Frazier Wren for some few 
months-but that didn't prevent either of them from having their "side 
affairs." It was apparent that Julie hed set herself to get Dougles 
Lee whom Amv Brandt loved. And it was also sppsrent that Willa Kene 
wes determined this should not be. So Miss Kene decided to give in to 
Julie's plea for three thousand dollars to back the vlay Frazier Wren 
had written in the hope that, satisfied, Julie and Frazier would 
leave and Douglas would forget his infetuation with the beautiful Mc 
Cabe stage-girl. But then Julie is found strangled, the marks on her 
neck and an angry red™" mark on the back of her neck-and then Olga 
an’? Olaf are murdered and between one thing and another hardly anyone 
et the Kene home is free from suspicion. 


This is a thoroughly delightful murder story-mede so, in part, by the 
xenerous display of sketches which help, but do not give eway the 
solution. I can not say the solution is particularly pleusible. It 
seems to have loopholes to me. But thet is no great drawbeck to this 
story which is highly recommended to edults. 


XUM 


Edmonds, Walter D, Young Ames. Boston: Little Brown & Co., An At- 
lantic Monthly Press Book. Jan. 19, 1942. 350p. £2.50 


New York Citv in the 1830's was the city in which eighteen year old 
young Ames of New England parentage decided to seek his fortune; the 
merchant firm of Chevalier, Deming and Post he honored by becoming an 
office boy and almost immediately exvressed his intention of working 
his way to the position of junior partner. The story of his success is 
a series of ten or twelve major incidents such as the procurement of 
advance information on cotton prices in Liverpool which enabled Che- 
valier, Deming and Post to corner the market, a trip to New Orleans, 
meeting and falling in love at first sight with the niece of the sen- 
jor partner, the outgrowth of a sale of Chinese paintings, a trip to 
Washington and a talk with Andrew Jackson, fires, mob riots, etc, 
Through every test victoriously comes young Ames until at the end of 
a few years he marries Christine Chevalier and, independently of this 
advantage, earns a partnership in the firm. 


Young Ames is primarily a "success" storv with some historical over- 
tones, never strong enough to drown out the main theme that a deter- 
mined young man of intellisence can make his mark. Recommended for the 
family; of grestest appeal to adolescents. 
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August, John. Advance Agent. Boston, Little, Brown and Co., Jan. 21, 
1942. 277p. $2.50 


Advance Agent is an adventure story showing the workings of a German 
espionage ring in the United States and the counter-espionage efforts 


of the Federal government. There is no need to outline the plot in de- 
tail which follows the general pattern of adventure-mystery novels. 


The major theme is quite acceptable; the minor theme of romance may 
meet objections from those who hold that a girl should be more re- 

served in seeking a husband than is Connie Scovil (cf. p. 104-5). Re- 
commended for adults, 


Bemelmans, Ludwig. Hotel Splendide. Viking Press, December 1941. 
192p. $2.50 


This book contains fifteen penetratingly amusine sxetches about the 
ev.ssts and mostly about the staff of a cosmopolitan New York hotel, 
ostensibly by one of the waiters, Ludwig himsely. The drawings preced- 
121% each sketch are a noteworthy added feature and help to make the 

book a nice one to have lying asround in the varlor for odd-end reading. 


A thread of storv connects the sketches. Ludwig is the reporter and 
on-looker and friend of Mespoulets, who represents the “animal waiter" 
tue underdog of management and guests, ti» foo gh can be considered 
the protagonist, Monsieur Victor, representing the management, who 
suiocratically and unflinchingly "fires" at will. is the "villain." In 
besween are Monsicur and Madame Drevyspool who insist on bringing their 
Ps:ingese into the dining room, and the gentle Mrs. Prideaux, who, 
wicn she finds a cigar butt in her bun, merely whispers to the waiter 
to take it away! Particularly memorable is the sketch of the negro 
Kalakobe, who was "casserolier,™” but ached to be a uniformed doorman, 


Once’ for a pageant he was permitted to carry the professional dancer 
to the stage but intoxicated by the music forgot his passive role and 
swung her into so violent a bolero that, although everybody had ‘ap- 
plauded, Mme. Garrand initiated a suit for a million dollars for 
strained limbs. Kalakobe then met Monsieur Victor! Then there is the 
Cuban marquis, who, it is emphasized, is a "devout Catholic," goes to 
High Mass every Sunday, has statues of the Virgin everywhere, but in 
addition to a wife and children somewhere, also has his Platina, who 
however, soon kills herself in his Hispano, when, confronted by a 
truck, she got the foot on the accelerator instead of the brake. Lud- 
wig acquires the Hispano. 


This Hispano Ludwig and Fritzl take to Regensburg, Bavaria, to humil- 
iate a former brutal professor of theirs, Hellsans. Fritzl, at eight 
dollars a week, hated America, Discharged by Victor and shifted to the 
washroom, where he considered himself in the "Department of Sanitation" 
making thirty a week in wages end tips, he soon liked America very 
much, He wanted to return to tell off Professor Hellsang. But when he 
and Ludwig saw Professor Hellseng wrap up three stalks of asparagus to 
take home to his wife and saw him, in inflationary Germany, with torn 
socks and shredded suit, they forgot their vengeful intentions. Most 
neerly suegestive is the sketch of Magician Gorylescu, whose every in- 
tention is to ensnare women to his cheap room end who aives some ad- 
vice on how to seduce them, But the sketch is sstiric and nothing re- 
ally harmfully suggestive happens. !p.116). Towards the end Monsieur 
Victor is finally humanized somewhet when, sbout to Tire" Mespoulets, 

he gets a letter dated from Brooklyn, saying, "You Are Doomed, Monsieur 
Victor." The order to discharge Mespoulets is temporarily rescinded. 


The book is playful and amusing satire throughout. Generally the satire 
is merely entertaining but when it is more it is usually to the good, 
Autocratic employee trestent is satirized and the unreasonableness 

and selfinshness of hotel guests. The sketch of the Catholic Cuban 
marquis is not immoral and probably true of some Catholic European and 
Latin-American blue-bloods. The book can certainly be highly recom- 
mended to adults. This reviewer would also give it to college students- 
and with caution to some high school students. 


ginclair, Upton. Dragon's Teeth. Viking Press, Jan. 5, 1942. 63lp. 
$3200 


In Dragon's Teeth Upton Sinelair gives us the third, and we hope the 
last, fa the series dealing with develovment of presentday conditions 
in the world. As before, he uses the rather effete and dilettantishly 
intellectual Lanny Budd as the eharacter around whom is built the sto- 
ry of what has taken place, The present book deals with the Europe of 
the early 1930's and the ection is scattered throughout France, Germany 
England and the United States. As in the earlier books no definite con- 
clusion is reached except that the world has zone to pot and no one 
seems to know why. 


As the story opens Lanny is revealed going through all the stages of 
an expectant fatherhood in an expensive French maternity hospital 
where Irma is having her first baby. After dealine profoundly with the 
psychology of fatherhood Sinclair foes on to detail the arrangements 
for raising the baby at the villa in Cannes. Here the other characters 


— 


180. 


are gathered into the picture and the entire group enjoy a leisurely 
cruise through the Mediterranean Sea on the Robin yacht. Papa Robin 

is celled back to Berlin and the cruise then switches to the North Sea 
throughout the summertime and ends with a visit in Berlin where Lanny 
studies Naziism at first hand. At this staze of the story Lanny is 
dabbling in spiritualism via the Polis+born Madame Zyszynski from 
Brooklyn and her control, Tecumseh, an Irquois Indian. Incontrovertible 
messages come through quite easily and Lanny evolves a rather intangi- 
ble theory to reconcile the observed results with his own materialism. 
At the same time the author begins the explanation of the politico- 
economic setup prevalent in Europe during the rise of Hitler. One is 
quite certain that Sinclair has read Jan Valtin's Out of the Night; at 
any rate the similarity is very definite and striking. 


In Berlin just before the second last election under Hindenburg Lanny 
meets Adolph Hitler, the Communist representatives and the Social-Dem- 
ocrats or Socialists of which he is one, From Berlin, Lanny and Irma 

go to Steubendorf in Poland where Lanny again meets his boyhood friend 
Kurt Meissner now a Nazi composer. From Poland he then travels to 
Vienna where he extols the Socialist regime of the city and calls the 
Austrian peasants Catholic and reactionary; back to Bienvenu end the 
simple life; then to America for a summer and f'all; whence to France 
where in Paris Irma rents a ducal palace and sets up as a salonniere 

in an effort to lure Lanny away from Socialism to art and music. During 
this time the author traces the world-wide ravages of the depression, 
the laissez-faire attitude of the rich and the conflict between Social- 
ists, Communists and Nazis in America, France and Germany. 


Just as most of the characters are vnlanning to leave Germany on a yacht 
cruise Johannes Robin is arrested and after a great deal of maneuvering 
Lanny manages a desl with Herman Goering by means of which the Robin 
family is released from Germany in exchange for their entire fortune, 
Freddi, however, is spirited away to a concentration camp at Dachau 

and the rest of the story involves Lanny's efforts to obtain his re- 
lease through intrigue. Severnl times Lanny tries and fails but finally 
makes a supreme effort against his wife's appeals and arranges to bribe 
the guards for Freddi's release. However, the rescue is blocked by the 
Emst Roehm purge and Lanny is imprisoned for two weeks until Goering 

is ready to rescue him. In return for acting as a go-between for Goering 
and a Jewish banker Lanny obtains Freddi's relcase,. Ths story ends as 
Freddi, broken physically and mentally, is delivered at the French 
border. 


Throughout the entire book Mr. Sinclair plays hesvily upon the reader's 
sympathies in favor of the old fashioned Socialism which teught peece- 
ful and democratic change in governmentnl and economic spheres. He is 
definite in his denunciation of Naziism but less so in that of Communim 
though he doves deplore their refusal to follow the Socinlist methods. 
Unfortunately the Socialist program docs not admit the necessity of 

God and we find only libsral humanism «s the motive in the present book. 
Unfortunately also, Mr. Sinclair must introduce e few derogetory com- 
ments on Catholicism-one of which blames the Catholics for tho Vienna 
Socialist riots during the Dollfuss regime. One or two incidents of 
unnecessary profanity are sxlso found in the book. This reviewer feels 
that the book would not harm miture, intelligent edult renders but 

that they would obtain little velue from it. It is not recommended for 
adolescents. 
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Thirkell, Angela. Northbridge Rectory. jil*®red A. Knopf, Jan. 5, 1942, 
316p. $2.50 


The first chapter of this novel is entitled "Literary Tea-Party." The 
setting of the whole book is an interruption of tea parties between 
black-outs and slightly satirized civilian home-defence, war-relief, 
work in a small English town. It is Trollope's Barchester Towers in 
the second world war. It is the typical old novel of manners modified 
by war, during which the quartering of colonels and captains in every 
socially suitable home produces a paradise for women, One would think 
it much more interesting to women readers than to men, 


The rectory and Mr. and Mrs. Villars serve as a focal point for the 
story. New social relationships are precipitated when the ladies 
organize regular "spotting for parachutists" in the church steeple. 
This snotting dies with the cold weather, but not before Captain Topham 
and Mr. Greaves have come to know Mrs. Turner's nieces, and Mr. Downing, 
scholarly lodger of Miss Ianthe Pemberton, also a scholar, has come to 
find widowed Mrs. Turner interesting. More and more Mr, Downing deserts 
his Biographical Dictionary of Provence and the scholarly encourage- 
ments of Miss Pemberton, about to project a cook book, for the warmer 
hospitalities of Mrs. Turner's teas. When Miss Pemberton indirectly 
asks High Anglican Father Fewling whether to hold Downing or to let him 
find himself, Father Fewling wisely tells her to let Downing find him- 
self.When Downing in his turn asks Father Fewling for advice, he csu- 
tions him against exchanging the habits of a long and scholarly friend- 
ship for a new and emotional, but intellectually uncongenial one. Here 
a good word about prayer occurs as being merely 2 superstition for 
those who don't believe in it (p, 260). In the end fine and noble Mrs. 
Turner decides the issue when by a"cruel kindness" she lets Downing 
know in time that she will never marry him and so sends him back to . 
Ianthe and the biographical dictionary, almost happy that a hard choice 
is ended. Also the nieces become engaged, and the banns sre read for 
Corporal Jackson and the maid Edie, for whom one had some fear through- 


out. 


This is romantic manner fiction, Though there is a flutter of courting 
throughout it is of a kind that never goes beyond kissing the hand, 
except for the engagement kiss between Jackson and Edie. There is not 
a word to bring a blush to any cheek. Sometimes there is felicity of 
style and a keen, silent humor. But on the whole this reviewer did not 
find the book very interesting. 


The chief idea scems to be that in spite of wars, blackouts and ration- 
ings life, love and society go on, And people's habits and character 
really change very little, A high standard of morality is unobtrusively 
suggested throughout. Courtship must lead to marriage or be broken off 
as soon as may be. To break off as soon as either party knows it will 
not be marriage is a "cruel kindness." The book can obviously be safely 
given to anyone. 
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. Gilbert. Air Ministry Room 28. Dutton, Jan. 3, 1942. 383p. 
2250 


There is a story to the effect that books on Lincoln are always popular 
that novels about doctors have a steady clientele, and that everybody 
loves a dog so that a novel about Lincoln's doctor's dog should auto- 
matically be a best-seller. Somewhat the same theory seems to be behind 
Air Ministry Room 28, combining a theme of the current war developed 
through the workings of the air ministry headquarters in London, es- 
pionage and murder, with the usual percentage of romance. 


The tale opens with an explosion in Room 28 of the air ministry build- 
ing in which Air Vice Marshall Ashdown is killed. At first sight the 
cause seemed to be an anti-aircraft shell. Soon, though, keen, ex- 
police chief and currently Squadron Leader William Wordsworth, decided 
it was a case of murder. Immediately, a plethora of motives materialzad 
larzely connected with the temporary attachment between Ashdown and a 
night-club singer, Flossie, whose husband, Ned Dowdy, is an anti-air- 
craft gunner and whose father-in-law, Alberts Dowdy, is a clerk at the 
Air Ministry; and another liaison between Millicent Ashdown, the Air 
Vice-Marshall's wife, and Sir George Ransom, another high air ministry 
official. The mystery theme and the romances develop slowly until 
finally the murder is solved almost simultaneously with the engagement 
of Wordsworth and Gale Johnson, American-born former mistress of Ash- 
down and mother of their illegitimate child Michael. 


As a recreational novel of mystery and romance it lacks section and sus- 
pense; as a character portrayal of the English, it is ss materialistic 
as most contemporary novels with great emphasis on wining and dining 
and love-making, partly of a legitimate nature, mostly purely sensuous 
and of the moment; as a mild denunciation of the responsibility evading 
civil service officials it is hardly important. Recommended only to 
those adults who enjoy second-rate fiction, 
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